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Introduction
Poet Linda Pastan poems are mirrored mainly in domestic aspects of life at all levels. They mostly touch on the issues with husband and wife, the challenges of motherhood as well as the complex relationship between the family members. To A daughter Leaving Home poem illustrates the memory of a mother educating her daughter on how to ride a bicycle. There is great contrast as the Title suggests that the daughter had grown old enough to leave home though the poem majorly focused on the past activities when she was a child. The poet skillfully employs the use of bike as a metaphor to describe a part of life journey. The poem describes the mothers love for her children but usually finds it challenging to cope with the same child as a grown up adult. The poet uses metaphor to describe the challenges and fears mothers face in teaching their children about life skills. 
Body
Lines 1-10, the mother recounts the moment as she ran alongside her daughter basically teaching her how to ride the bike. It represents the challenges she underwent through teaching her daughter while sticking by her side and facing the life challenges together as well as the excitement when the daughter could ride on her own. Lines 11-17 reveals the daughter riding further and further away on the bike while her mother remained worried about her. The daughter experienced new things in life while hoped for the best for her but was right there to support her daughter in case of any challenge that may take place. Lines 18-24 indicates the mother watching her daughter squeals with freedom as well as glee. At this moment, she realized the daughter was now a grown up and she is no longer required anymore to offer assistance. Diction and tone analysis; the speaker employs simple words and sentences. The speaker tone is quite reflective and melancholy as she recalls the pivotal moment of the daughters childhood. Instant imagery is employed for instance line 5 “wobbled”, line 11 “thud”, line 12 “crashed”, and line 15 “breakable” whose main intention was to describe the fear of daughters departure whose mother was trying to protect from any challenges the daughter would face. It is also a representative of the daughter’s vulnerability as she left the safety other their home.  The mother is not certain that the daughter would get the best from her adult life. Whenever challenges occur, the mother is ready to welcome the daughter. 
The poem is built on emotion and anxiety. Line 9-10 “I kept waiting for thud”, line 14 “sprinted to catch up”. It indicates that the daughter is anxious for her daughter just like any other mother would be for their children. Excitement is exhibited in line 7 “my own mouth rounding, in surprise” and line 20 “with laughter”. It is quite clear that the speaker is excited that her daughter can ride on her on. Line 22-24 “like a handkerchief waving goodbye” revealing sad moment. Instead of waving goodbye she waves handkerchief normally used to dry tears revealing sad moment.
The speaker reveals surprise through the use of broken lines that create suspense at the end of each line. Line 13-14, “I sprinted to catch up while you grew, smaller, more breakable.” “While you grew” in the sentence reveals that the girl grew older. However, the next line con by stating the daughter is smaller, “smaller, more breakable.” The line “pumping pumping for your life, screaming with laughter” clearly indicates that the daughter is panicking just like someone fearing for their dear lives. Surprise caught readers as they do not expect her to panic at the same time create a positive emotion rather expected something terrible to take place. The mother expresses mixed feelings as she is very excited that the daughter was now a grown up but she could not comprehend the idea of waving her hand goodbye to her daughter rather employed handkerchief.  It hits the speaker that the daughter is now a grown up lady and did not require any further assistance. At this moment the speaker is very excited that her daughter could stand on her own yet sad due to impending separation between the two. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Conclusion
The poet offers an understanding of a very protective and fearful mother to a daughter. The fact that she taught her daughter on how to be a responsible adult in her next phase in life should bring happiness to her. She would no longer have personal duties of taking care of her daughter anymore. However, she is timid and reluctant to let go the fact that her daughter is now a grown up person who requires her space. Such explains why the daughter was very happy to ride the bicycle while her mother keenly followed her fearing she would lift her daughter when she falls. The work of Linda Pastan offered the readers with mixed emotions of sadness and excitement when raising their own children. 
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